INDIANAPOLIS -- There may have been some confusion as to who the Marian Knights were prior to the Class 1-A girls soccer state championship at Kuntz Stadium Saturday.

However, after the Knights forced No. 1-ranked Providence to a shootout before bowing, 1-0, it was clear the team referred to as the "Giants" in pre-game introductions may be a regular visitor to the finals in the next few years.

Marian played the Pioneers and their high-scoring senior, Casey Marlin, to a scoreless draw through 80 minutes of regulation time, then through a pair of seven-minute overtime periods. It wasn't until Providence (21-0-2) outscored the Knights, 3-1, in the shootout that Marian's title dreams ended.

For now.

"We knew this would be a very tough game for us," Marian coach Djamel Charmat said. "When it goes to a shootout, well, that's the way it goes."

Providence dominated play pretty much for the first 60 minutes as Marian was content to play defense and keep Marlin (who came in with a state-best 36 goals) in check. The Knights kept at least two and usually three players on her.
"We felt if we kept her out of the game, we'd be in good shape," Charmat said. "It was the plan to see what they can do, then try to start moving forward later in the game."

Providence outshot Marian, 8-1, in the first half.

Over the final 20 minutes, it looked as though the plan would work. Marian's first real scoring chance came in the 62nd minute and leading-scorer Gabby Veldman had another nice opportunity a minute later.

However, after Marlin blasted a shot over the Marian net with eight minutes left, the game was destined for overtime, where both teams each had a golden opportunity.

Two minutes into the first overtime, Veldman had a free kick just to the left of the Providence net, but that opportunity went awry.

Two minutes after that, Providence junior Erin Duncan blasted a shot on net from about 25 yards out that Marian keeper Makaela Douglas nearly mis-played into the first goal.

The game finally went to penalty kicks, where Providence scored on its first two opportunities, while Marian missed its first two. Douglas did save the third Providence shot before Denise Veldman connected for the Knights.

The game, however ended after the fourth round when Marlin beat Douglas to the lower left, while Marian's Tracy Scott's shot sailed high.

"I guess the deeper you go in the tournament, you get games like this," Providence coach Dave Smith said. "Neither team really had a wide-open look the whole game. We were just looking for a ball in the box that gets bobbled and finish it."

After the contest Marian senior Lauren Garatoni received the Mental Attitude award from the IHSAA. In addition to a plaque for Garatoni, the school receives a $1,000 check from a corporate sponsor. On the check, Marian was spelled "Marion."

While Garatoni is one of seven seniors on the team, Marian may be more familiar in the coming years. Leading scorer Gabby Veldman is a junior, while three of its next four scorers are either freshmen or sophomores. Goalkeeper Douglas is a junior, while her back-up, Devon Smith, is a sophomore.

"This whole week was a great experience for us," Charmat said. "Unfortunately, it didn't work out for our seniors, but we've got some good ones coming back. We have to pick up on this and move forward."

The Knights, who were outshot, 20-6, in the game, finish with an 18-3-1 record.

PROVIDENCE 1, MARIAN 0
Providence wins, 3-1, on penalty kicks
Class 1-A State Championship
At Kuntz Stadium, Indianapolis
